Lenski Family Papers, 1930-1947 by Special Collections, Leonard H. Axe Library
Pittsburg State University 
Pittsburg State University Digital Commons 
Finding Aids Special Collections 
10-9-2017 
Lenski Family Papers, 1930-1947 
Special Collections, Leonard H. Axe Library 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/fa 
Recommended Citation 
Special Collections, Leonard H. Axe Library, "Lenski Family Papers, 1930-1947" (2017). Finding Aids. 133. 
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/fa/133 
This Finding Aid is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at Pittsburg State University 
Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Finding Aids by an authorized administrator of Pittsburg 
State University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact mmccune@pittstate.edu, 
jmauk@pittstate.edu. 
Lenski Family Papers, MS 148 
 
1 
 
Lenski Family Papers 
Collection Number       MS 148 
Title        The Lenski Family Papers 
Name and Location of Repository  Pittsburg State University, Special 
Collections & University Archives, 
Pittsburg, Kansas 
Dates       1930 - 1947 
Collection Size       1.4 linear foot 
Creator The materials in this collection were 
collected by the Special Collections staff. 
Scope and Content   Joe Lenski owned and operated the Cozy 
Theater in Pittsburg, Kansas for several 
years. This collection consists of Lenski 
family’s personal documents and 
memorabilia, correspondence, contracts, 
receipts, business papers and finances, 
programs, sheet music and scores, 
photographs, advertisements, and 
miscellaneous items. The material in this 
collection covers the local entertainment 
business in the early 1940s and the types of 
shows were popular in this area.  
Access Restrictions      This collection is open for access 
Languages       English 
Biographical Note Joe Lenski owned and operated the Cozy 
Theatre, Lenski’s Tire Company, the Green 
Lantern Inn, and Modern Electric Company. 
The Cozy Inn was originally a shooting 
gallery theater.  In 1929, he had the original 
building demolished and built the Cozy 
Theater in a Spanish style with room for 860 
people. The theater played movies, news 
reels, radio shows, dance recitals, and 
vaudevillian-style stage shows. The 
Heyburn Dane Academy, run by Virginia 
Heyburn, often had their shows in the Cozy 
Theater. Regina Lenski, Joe’s older sister, 
was one the instructors. 
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Series       This collection consists of ten series: 
Correspondence, Personal Documents and Memorabilia, Receipts, Contracts, Business 
Finances, Programs, Music, Photographs, Advertisements, and Miscellaneous.  
The Correspondence series contains personal and business correspondence. The business 
correspondences are addressed to Lenski and Walter Panneck. This series is arranged 
chronologically.  
The Personal Documents and Memorabilia series contains several personal financial 
documents of the Lenski family, programs, and a clipping. This series is arranged 
chronologically. 
The Receipt series consists of personal and business receipts. This series is arranged 
alphabetically and then chronologically. 
The Contracts series contains movie and show contracts from 1940 to 1943. There are some 
letters attached to the contracts. This series is arranged chronologically. 
The Business Finances series contains movie orders and advertisements, finances, and 
correspondence concerning memorial auditorium, information on the admission tax, an 
appointment book, and a date and record book. 
The Programs series contains programs for shows that were held in the Cozy Theater, and 
programs that concerned the Heyburn or Lenski families. This series arranged chronologically. 
The Music series contains music scores, piano and sheet music. 
The Photograph series contains signed photographs of Fran Scanlan to Virginia Heyburn, 
Regina Lenski, and Geraldine Heyburn; a photograph of Regina and Walter F. Kelman, and one 
unidentified photograph. This series is arranged chronologically. 
The Advertisement series contains advertisements for war and government bonds, local 
businesses in Girard, an insurance company, and miscellaneous places. This series is arranged by 
the importance of the document. 
The Miscellaneous series contains an opinion book by Burt Comer, a book of Offeramus, a Mt. 
Carmel Christmas ad, a dental survey, and a binder owned by Jeanne Kyrios.  
The Oversized Box contains a photograph and a record of expenses. 
 
Folder List  
Correspondence 
f. 1 1930 – 1947; Undated 
 
Personal Documents and Memorabilia 
f. 2 Mortgage Contract (1932) 
 Rent and Income (1943) 
Income Tax Return (1944) 
 Programs 
 Clipping 
 
Receipts 
f. 3 Personal and Business 
 
Contracts 
f. 4 1940 
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f. 5 1941 
f. 6 1942 
f. 7 1942 
f. 8 1943-4 
 
Business Finances 
f. 9 Movie Orders 
f. 10 Memorial Auditorium Finances 
f. 11 Information on Admission Tax 
f. 12 Appointment Book 
f. 13 Date and Record Book 
 
Programs 
f. 14 1930 – 1937; Undated 
f. 15 1931 – 1932; Undated 
 
Music 
f. 16 Score for “Oh, Donna Clara” from The Wonder Bar 
 Piano Book 
 “Soft Shoe” 
 “Meadow Dance” 
f. 17 Pieces of sheet music 
 
Photographs 
f. 18  1930; Undated 
 
Advertisement 
f. 19 War and government bonds 
 Local business in Girard 
 Insurance 
 
Miscellaneous 
f. 20 The Tale of a Fox by Burt Comer 
 Offeramus 
 Mt. Carmel Christmas Ad 
 Dental Survey 
f. 21 Binder owned by Jeanne Kyrios (?) 
Oversized Box 
Photograph of Regina Lenski 
Record of Expenses, 1936-39 
 
